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Fall 2020 Cemetery Update

David Ray and Kevin Duffy continue to scrub away
the dirt and grime of centuries from stones marking
the remains of ancient Dedham families. Additionally,
they have been able to recover lost stones from deep
underground and return them to their original bases.

Marie-Louise Kehoe, Chair, Old Village Cemetery
I hope that you have had the opportunity to walk
past the Old Village Cemetery over the Summer and
have observed the wondrous transformation that Joe
Flanagan and his crew have wrought in this ancient
and historic place that features so prominently in
Dedham history.

David Ray poses with a restored stone.

If you have visited St. Paul’s enticing new kid-centric playground, you will see that the children have
The main bier path has a splendid new gravel surface safe passage via a path bordered by appropriate
new trees and plantings, a cooperative effort by the
(that still needs a few tweaks) extending from the
beautifully restored main gate, the handiwork of Bob Church, the DPW, and the DVPA, Inc.
Gillette and Stephen Black of the Dedham DPW.
Sadly, the second Halloween Gala Fundraiser had to
be cancelled due to Covid-19, but the Gravedigger’s
Ghost is looking forward to putting a good scare
into all of you next Halloween. In the meantime,
we are working on a matching grant fund raiser,
made possible by generous benefactors, that we hope
will appeal to end of the year donors. Details will be
posted on our website soon.

New Gravel surface path - photo by Nick Spada

Please keep up with our progress, thus far,
and our plans for the future on our website, www.
oldvillagecemetery.org. We welcome your comments
and suggestions, and we look forward to a busy 2021.

The Fighting 55th
Less well known than the famous African American
54th Regiment under the command of abolitionist
Robert Gould Shaw, the 55th Regiment was the
second of three African American Regiments from
Massachusetts that saw service in the Civil War.
When the 54th rapidly became fully subscribed
by free Blacks, Massachusetts Governor John A.
Andrew in 1863 authorized the formation of a
sister regiment, the 55th. Both regiments trained
at Camp Meigs in Dedham, the largest of
Massachusetts’ camps, and saw service together
during the war, most notably at the Battle of
Honey Hill in South Carolina in November 1864.
The 55th also distinguished itself at the Battle of
Olustee in February of 1864 during the invasion
of Florida under General Truman Seymour, and at
battles for James Island in South Carolina in May
and July of the same year. In February of 1865,
Union troops, including the 55th, under General
William Tecumseh Sherman, entered Charleston,
SC, where the war had begun, to the “welcoming
cheers of newly freed men, women, and children.”

The 55th was officially marshaled out of service in
September of 1865. In 1866 the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts placed a monument on a large plot
that it had purchased in the Old Village Cemetery
for the 64 men who had died in training at Camp
Meigs. Among these were men from the 54th and
55th Regiments. For more see our website at www.
oldvillagecemetery.org.

Cecil B. DeBride

and prospects for the Old Village Cemetery with
Marie Louise Kehoe, former State Representative
and Dedham Selectman. Marie-Louise and Jim visit
the Cemetery and discuss her dream to resurrect it
from years of deterioration, and the team she has
assembled to help her accomplish the daunting
effort of restoring a 17th century Colonial cemetery.
You can view the video in its entirety on our website,
We are happy and relieved to welcome back
www.oldvillagecemetery.org, You Tube, and on
celebrated Dedham cinematographer, Jim Bride,
Dedham TV, Channel 40. Look for future videos by
after a lengthy touch and go battle with Covid-19.
Jim as he chronicles the ongoing restoration of one
Jim’s latest video is an informative tour of the progress of Dedham’s most important historic landmarks.
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Please help us stay on schedule and meet our
funding goal for the coming year. We hope that
you will consider a donation to the Dedham
Village Preservation Association, Inc., a registered
501(c)3, on behalf of the Cemetery restoration.
Thank you and we welcome your comments. For
donations and more information, consult our
website at www.oldvillagecemetery.org

