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Completed work includes the two handsome gates on Village Avenue restored 
and re-installed by Bob Gillette and Stephen Black of the Dedham DPW,  
and on-going monument cleaning and repair by Kevin Duffy and David Ray.

Renovation Plan Moves Forward
I am very pleased to report that thanks to hard work by the 
Dedham Department of Public Works and our volunteer staff, 
Phase I of the Restoration Plan for the Old Village Cemetery 
was completed in 2019, the first full year of implementation, 
and we are planning to get off to a fast start with Phase II this 
Spring.  Completed work includes the two handsome gates 
on Village Avenue restored and re-installed by Bob Gillette 
and Stephen Black of the Dedham DPW, on-going  
monument cleaning and repair by Kevin Duffy and David Ray  
(The illumination of the newly whitened stones under a full 
Moon is worth a late night walk), selective culling of dead 
and diseased trees, and restored iron work and masonry to the 
Howe gravesite (Also Bob and Stephen). Planned work for this 
year will include landscaping of the paths and avenues for the 
enjoyment and safety of visitors, tree replacement and shrub 
and floral additions appropriate to a Colonial cemetery, and  
continuation of repairs and restorations to masonry and ironwork.

Thank You to Our Donors

     Marie-Louise Kehoe, Chair 
     Old Village Cemetery

We are so grateful to the many 
generous donors who have 
made the restoration of the Old 
Village Cemetery possible, and 
for the enthusiastic support of 
the Dedham community, and 
to the many volunteers who 
have given their time and effort 
to the project. This Spring we  
are striving to make the Old  
Village Cemetery a source of 
pride and beauty for the Town  
of Dedham and its residents at 
a time when bright spots are 
sorely needed. We hope that you 
will continue to be able  
to support our efforts at this 
difficult time when the strength 
and resilience of our community 
is being tested as never before in 
memory. Until the crisis passes, 
please look after yourselves and 
support those who are providing 
for the comfort and care of the 
victims of COVID-19.



The Halloween themed Gala to raise money for the OVC, held on 
October 25th at Dedham’s venerable Endicott Estate, was a success 
that exceeded our most hopeful expectations. More than 200 guests 
from Dedham’s diverse community shared a good time until late 
into the evening. Highlights were the haunting decor by Committee 
members Tracy Driscoll, Anne Cadigan, and Michelle Heffernan, 
and a silent auction featuring a portrait of the Gravedigger by 
Dedham’s nationally known author and illustrator, Peter Reynolds. 
We thank Representative Paul McMurtry and Senator Mike Rush, 
who appeared at the Gala, for diligently shepherding a generous 
State grant to the Town of Dedham for the OVC Restoration. Plans 
are already underway for the next Gala, scheduled for Friday 
evening, October 30, (depending upon State guidelines) at the 
Endicott Estate. Please hold the date.

Follow us on facebook.
Search for Old Village Cemetery

The Dedham Village Preservation 
Association, Inc., the 501(c)3 
nonprofit corporation that is 
sponsoring the Cemetery 
Restoration, has received a 
$10,000 grant from the Dedham 
Savings Community Foundation. 
The on-going support of the
Dedham Savings Bank has been 
critical to our program, and to  
the many individuals, families,  
and businesses in the communities 
that it serves.

The Monday, December 16, 
2019 edition of the Boston 
Globe featured an article by 
columnist Steve Annear about 
the wreck of the full-rigged 
cargo ship, Maritana, on Egg 

Please help us stay on schedule and meet our 
funding goal for the coming year. We hope that 
you will consider a donation to the Dedham 
Village Preservation Association, Inc., a registered 
501(c)3, on behalf of the Cemetery restoration. 
Thank you and we welcome your comments. 

For donations and more information, consult our 
website at www.oldvillagecemetery.org

Dedham Savings 
Foundation Grant

The Gala

The  Wreck  
of the Maritana

Above: Vaticinator Madame Dar Sees and  
performance artist Elizabeth Ruggiero  
entertain at the Gala. Photos by Kerry Hawkins.

Rock in Boston Harbor on a 
stormy night in the winter of 
1861, claiming the lives of 
13 passengers and 11 crew, 
including its Captain, G.W. 
Williams, who is buried right 
here in Dedham in the Old  
Village Cemetery. According 
to Joan Pagliuca, historian 
and Board Member of the  
Dedham Historical Society 
and Museum, who was 
interviewed for the article 
and leads tours of the  
Cemetery, the OVC has many 
stories to tell that will continue 
to be revealed as the 
restoration continues.

Local Historian, Paul Duncan, and 
daughter Cookie view the Maritana 
Memorial.


