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Old Village Cemetery To Get New Life  

Marie Louise Kehoe, former State Representative and former Dedham 
Selectman, has announced that she will chair a committee that will seek to 
raise $1-million over three years to restore the town’s Old Village Cemetery 
on Village Avenue, one of the oldest and most historic burial grounds in the 
country, and in serious need of major repairs and restoration.  

According to Mrs. Kehoe, a Village Cemetery Preservation Management 
Plan completed in 2006 by Vollmer Associates will guide the proposed 
work.  

“The problem,” she says, “Is that the cemetery has now deteriorated to a 
point where a valuable historic and tourist resource that belongs to the town 
could be lost forever unless a major effort is undertaken immediately. Some 
work has already begun under the able direction of DPW head, Joe 
Flanagan. If you walk past the cemetery, you will be struck by the beautiful 
stone restoration work by conservators, Kevin Duffy and David Wray.”  

The cemetery belongs to the town and is maintained by the Dedham DPW, 
but supplemental funds need to be raised to undertake a major restoration. 
Existing damage includes broken and buried headstones and ironwork, 
hazardous pathways, unplanned trees, and extensive temporary repairs. 
During WWII much of the decorative ironwork fencing bordering the 
cemetery was donated to the war effort.  

In 1636, the town set aside “a lot” for burials, and the first interment 
probably took place in 1637, although, in keeping with the tradition of the 
time, graves were unmarked, and the first existing stone is that of Hannah 
Dyar in 1678.  



The cemetery grew to its current dimensions, as needed, through donations 
and land swaps. In the 19th century, Ira Cleveland, a member of the newly 
formed Massachusetts Horticultural Society, raised funds to redesign the 
cemetery as part of the Rural Cemetery Movement in America, which saw 
the establishment of Mt. Auburn Cemetery in Cambridge in 1831, and 
Boston’s Forest Hills Cemetery in 1848. Cemeteries became memorial parks 
with lush landscaping and elaborate memorials.   

The Old Village Cemetery was listed on the National Register of Historic 
Places in 2006 as part of the Dedham Village Historic District. Its 
monuments commemorate many of Dedham’s founding names; among 
them, Ames, Fisher, Farrington, Avery, and Dyar, and include the remains of 
Revolutionary and Civil War veterans. Tourists from around the world visit 
the cemetery, annually, as an important part of historic Dedham. 

The campaign to save the cemetery was kicked off at a recent meeting of the 
Board of Selectmen with a film promoting the project by noted local 
videographer, Jim Bride, and the introduction of committee members to the 
board by Mrs. Kehoe.  

For more information, or to make a donation, visit the web site at 
www.oldvillagecemetery.org  
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